Message from the Executive Director

THANKSGIVING

I'm writing this on a day for which | have
much to be thankful. The weather is getting
colder and I'm thankful that | have a warm
home myself and a warm home to offer our
neighbors in need: Lazarus House. Our out-
reach staff has been hearing from a number of
people these past few months who have been
showering in cold water because their utilities
have been turned off. The problem hits critical
mass with the cold weather coming, as these
folks will have no way to heat their homes and
will have to leave and find another place to
live. Where will that be? Unless they have
friends or relatives who can take them in, they
will be at Lazarus House. They have no hope
of finding other independent housing, as they
have no way to get utility service at their new
address until they settle their utility debt.

| am thankful because today we are rolling
out yet another housing subsidy grant that will
assist low income people to pay their rent on
an ongoing basis. We are partnering with three
other social service agencies so that this grant
can be offered across Kane County.

| am thankful because | am looking forward
to one of my favorite times of year: Thanksgiv-
ing. | invite you to participate in our annual
Community Feast from noon to 2:00 p.m. on
Thanksgiving Day at the Tri City Salvation
Army, 1710 S. 7t Ave., St. Charles. Join us as
we create community for those in need on this
day, and in the midst of the worst economic
crisis to hit our nation since 1929, help us cele-
brate the gifts that Lazarus House can offer to
S0 many in such a critical time.

| am thankful because Christmas follows

WORKING TOGETHER TO OFFER HOPE AND A FUTURE

Thanksgiving and affords us the opportunity
each year to bless our guests with the gener-
osity of this incredible community. We have an
organized way for you to participate in our
Christmas Giving program (see pages 3 & 6)
and also invite you to create community and
share Christmas dinner with us from noon to
2:00 on Christmas Day at Lazarus House. For
those of you who enjoy giving our guests a
Christmas gift, | would encourage you to con-
sider a small gift for one of them and a second
gift if possible for Lazarus House. The best gift
Wwe can give our guests is the gift of Lazarus
House itself. But unless we can pay our rent and
utilities and staff costs, we cannot keep our doors
open 24/(7. It may be hard to fit financial aid for
a utility bill in a stocking, and it sure isn't a very
glamorous or exciting gift, but it is the gift we
need so that Lazarus House can continue to
be the gift it is to our community.

If you or someone you know is struggling to
pay their rent, mortgage, gas or electric bill,
please have them call our outreach staff at
630-587-5872 as soon as possible. The worst
thing anyone can do when faced with financial
crisis is nothing.

Let us all be thankful for the many gifts we
have received from God, and let us be good
stewards of those gifts, living within our means

and sharing with those less fortunate. At Thanks-

giving and always, | thank God for Lazarus
House and the gifts it brings to our community.
Thank you for being part of that gift.

Serving Him with you,
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Upcoming Events

o ARTAVO ART AUCTION &
RAFFLE BENEFIT FOR
LAzARuUs HOUSE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2008
6:30—8:30 P.M.
(SEE PAGE 5)

e THANKSGIVING FEAST
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27
SEE PAGES 2 & 6

o CHRISTMAS BRUNCH
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
SEE PAGES 2 & 6

e SWEDISH CHILDREN’S
CHORUS CONCERT
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2008
CALL 630-232-7448
FOX VALLEY PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH PART OF PROCEEDS
TO BENEFIT LAZARUS HOUSE

Spring Auction Alert!
Date/Location to be Determined
Planning has begun for the An-
nual Lazarus House Auction in the
Spring of 2009. Please look for
your invitation in our next news-
letter. If for some reason you do
not receive the newsletter by the
end of March, please contact us
at 630-587-2144.

We need donations for the silent
and live auctions and raffles. For
further information on donations,
please contact Donna Baver at
630-587-2144

(donnab@lazarushouseonline.com).

LAZARUS HOUSE

214 Walnut Street

St. Charles, Il 60174

Main: (630) 587-2144
Outreach: (630) 587-5872
Fax:(630) 587-2540

E-mail:
info@LazarusHouseOnline.com
Web:
www.LazarusHouseOnline.com
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Make memories at our
community holiday celebrations

H olidays and family blend together in our

thoughts as we approach this time of the year.

o Itisatime of coming together to give thanks
for the gift of each other and to share the

Thanksgiving Community Feast
Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 27
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Salvation Army

1710 S. 7th Ave., St. Charles

many blessings we have received throughout .
(we will eat at noon)

this year.

o Itisatime when memories are made to be car-
ried in our hearts as treasured gifts as we con-
tinue life’s journey.

o Itisatime for the Lazarus House family of
staff, guests and our many community sup-
porters to share holiday celebrations, and
build special holiday memories together

Christmas Brunch
Christmas Day

Thursday, December 25
11:30 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Free Methodist Church

214 Walnut St., St. Charles
(we will eat at noon)

We cordially invite all in the community to help build these memories during our annual Thanksgiving
and Christmas meals. Share the joy of the holidays as we celebrate our many blessings and our hopes
for the future.

The meals are potluck style and served as bountiful buffets. Those wishing to contribute a dish
should bring the food ready to serve - hot foods hot, etc. - in a disposable container - approximately
15-30 minutes prior to mealtime . If you are interested in attending our holiday festivities, please cut
out the response card on the back of this newsletter and return it in the enclosed envelope.

Please direct questions to the Lazarus House office at 630-587-2144 or Donna at
(Donnab®@lazarushouseonline.com)

Lazarus House Community
Resource Center:
another blessing to celebrate

By the time you read this, our Outreach staff should have settled into
their new office space in our new Community Resource Center. This
space will provide more convenient access to the dozens of households
we serve through our rental and utility assistance program. The space
previously used for offices will now be freed up for guest use, which is
very helpful in this time of crowded conditions
308 Walnut Street, St. Charles
630-587-5872

If you received more than one copy of this newsletter, please call us at 630-587-2144 so we can improve our mailing list.
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The joy of Christmas comes from sharing

“Giving is a jog
if we do it in the right spirit.
[t all depends on whether
we think of it as
What can | spare?
or as
What can | share?”

This quote from Elizabeth Baldwin York inspires us
to experience the true meaning of giving during this
holiday season, taking the opportunity to make a
real difference in the lives of people less fortunate.
There are many opportunities at Lazarus House to

experience the true joy of giving this holiday season:

Monetary Gifts. In these trying financial
times, we desperately need additional funds
= to support and maintain facilities. Rent,
! utilities, staff costs and repairs run several
thousand dollars each month. Financial
gifts of all sizes can help keep the doors open and the
lights on 24 hours every day of the year. Cash dona-
tions also enable us to provide “unfunded” vital ne-
cessities to our guests. Here are some examples of
how monetary gifts can benefit guests throughout
the year:
*  $30 buys prescriptions, a general medical clinic
visit or one counseling session.
= $45 buys one day of food, shelter, case manage-
ment, referrals to services and help with specific
needs such as GED registration.
o $60 helps offset costs for job training and edu-
cation or helps a newly hired guest buy a work
uniform and shoes.

Honorary Gifts. Perfect for those friends
and relatives who seem to have everything
% and appreciate helping others. Make a do-
nation in their honor, and we’ll send a
heartfelt acknowledgement of your gift.

Memorial Gifts. What better way to re-
member those who made a difference in
our lives? We'll send an acknowledgement

to whomever you designate so that you
can share the fond memory of that special person.
i %? families as well as provide for other needs
such as back-to-school necessities or

work-related requirements. Gift cards from stores
such as Wal-Mart, Target and Meijer enable us to
meet these specific needs. Please place a sticker on
the gift card to indicate the card’s monetary value.

Gift Cards. Guests enter throughout the
year, and gift cards help us extend Christ-
mas sharing to those individuals and

Gift Tags. Gift tags are created from our
guests’ needs and wishes. You can request
® one or more of these tags, purchase the
specified gift , wrap it and help to ensure
that each guest receives a holiday package to open
on Christmas morning.

To participate in our Christmas Sharing program,
please cut out the response card on the back of the
newsletter and return it in the enclosed envelope.
For additional information or questions please con-
tact the Lazarus House office 630-587-2144 or
Donnab®@lazarushouseonline.com
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. new checking or
Raise money for Lazarus  gaying accounts

House while banking at ~ and a percentage
of the interest paid

National City on these new or
existing accounts if
you ask them to do
so. Complete in-
formation is available at the branch at 2600 E
Main St., St. Charles, IL. Dial 630-377-2100,
prompt 1, prompt 3, extension 21336. Ask for
Rachel or Rocky.

f you bank at National City or plan to open an

account there, please consider asking your
banking representative to link your account to
Lazarus House through the CommUNITY Bank-
ing Program. National City will provide Lazarus
House a one-time donation up to $25 for each

Visit CHI open house and drop off goods to help Lazarus House

C ooper Hong Inc., a public relations firm will help Lazarus House on Thursday, November 13
while celebrating the opening of a new office space at 2560 Foxfield Road, Suite 320, St. Charles.
(Foxfield is a connector road between Kirk and Dunham Roads.)

At the open house, which runs from 4:30 - 7 p.m., CHI will showcase their services and collect
needs-list items for Lazarus House. Toilet paper, paper towels, Borax, laundry soap and any of the
other items listed at www.lazarushouseonline.com are very welcome and appreciated. RSVP by
calling Judi Montgomery at 630-377-2555 ext. 107 by November 10™.

Blue Knights
rally to the rescue

hen word spread about how the economy
has been affecting Lazarus House, the
Blue Knights (a motorcycle club of law enforce-
ment officers) stepped up to help. An estimated
90 bikers participated in a road rally benefit in
early September to raise funds.
The Blue Knights plan to make the ride an
annual benefit for Lazarus House, so if you are a
biker, watch for an announcement next summer.

The Geneva High School S.A.D.D. group You don’t have to be a cop to join the rally.

created the Lazarus House scarecrow entry,
“Lend a Hand” with some “helping hands” of q—‘\’ W g—f,
the resident children for the 23™ Annual - — -

St.Charles Scarecrow Festival.




[Looking For (Jnique Holiday Shopping Ideas?

For those looking for that unique holiday gift and an opportunity to support Lazarus House,
we have three holiday gift suggestions:

Wash and wear support

IT you're reading this, you are probably one
of Lazarus House's blessed supporters or know
one . Not everyone knows about Lazarus House,
though. You can help spread awareness by or-
dering a special shirt saying, 1 support MY
community shelter, Lazarus House, Do You?
www .LazarusHouseOnline.com
To get your shirt, visit our website after November 10 and follow the link to find color, style
and price options. We appreciate EmbroidMe’s cooperation in allowing you to order your
shirts directly, saving Lazarus House valuable time and inventory costs.

A charming statement of support
For those special ladies in your life, you can purchase a one-of-
a- kind “Ladies of Lazarus House Bracelet”. These bracelets
were designed by a local St. Charles artist and lovingly assem-
bled by the ladies of Lazarus House under her tutelage.
They will make a fashionable statement as well as showing sup-
port of Lazarus House. To order a bracelet contact, Donna at
Donnab@Iazarushouseonline.ocm.
A minimum of $15 per bracelet is requested.

Support is where the ‘art’ is

Attention all art aficionados and purveyors of that one special unique gift; plan to attend the
Art Auction and Raffle Benefit for Lazarus House on Friday November 21°* at the Artavo
Galleries at 1320 N Rte. 59, Ste.122 in Naperville. This is an opportunity to win a piece
of art or purchase one while again supporting Lazarus House. All proceeds from the raffle go
to Lazarus House as well as a percentage of all sales. A donation of $25.00 includes the raf-
fle ticket and you need not be present to win. For more information or to make a reservation
contact Artavo Galleries at 630-922-5400.



Annual Community Thanksgiving Feast

1 I'would like to come and eat.
Number of people attending

L1 1 would like to provide food or supplies.

Please call me and tell me what | can bring.

Annual Christmas Brunch

1 I'would like to come and eat.
Number of people attending

L1 1 would like to provide food or supplies.
Please call me and tell me what | can bring.

L1 Inlieu of a present, | have enclosed a gift card to be
used at a later date. Please place a sticker on the card
indicating the value

[ Inlieu of a present, | have enclosed a cash
donation for the shelter

1 Inlieu of a present, | have enclosed a cash donation
in memory/honor (circle one) of

Name

Please send an acknowledgement to:

Name
Address

City State Zip
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