
A letter from the Center for Transitional Living Director  

Upcoming 

Events 

        

 THE PILLOW STORY READING           

BY AUTHOR RICK MOSER-

SATURDAY, FEB. 27         

2 P.M.                             

ST. CHARLESô ARCEDIUM 

COFFEE HOUSE   

 ST. PARTICKôS DAY PARADE      

SATURDAY, MARCH 13              

3 P.M.                    

WATCH FOR THE         

LAZARUS HOUSE FLOAT                   

 HEARTS SUPPORT HOUSING                         

SATURDAY, APRIL 10         

6 TO 10 P.M.                              

ST. CHARLES MOOSE LODGE 

(SEE PAGE 3) 

 GREAT WESTERN FREEDOM 4 

BENEFIT RUN             

SUNDAY, JULY 4              

8 A.M.                        

LEROY OAKS FOREST PRESERVE   

(SEE PAGE 2)  
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Luke 16:19 -31  

Consider a           

matching gift 

If you are blessed to 

work for an                

organization that      

provides matching gifts, 

please consider applying 

for a match to a Lazarus 

House gift. Our office 

staff will be happy to 

provide any required 

documentation. Just call 

us at 630-587-2144.  

 

I  t hardly seems possible that more than six years 
have passed since the Center for Transitional 

Living (CTL) opened. In that timeframe, we have 
witnessed many changes in our environment and 
in the guests whose lives have been changed. 
We are grateful for both. Just prior to our opening, 
volunteers added their artistry in 
many ways: through linens, decora-
tive window coverings and special 
touches that made the CTL home-
like.  Each gift was a blessing and 
continues to serve as a reminder 
to all of us who live or work here.  
   My favorite reminders are the 
hand-painted murals and Scrip-
ture that adorn the walls and stair-
ways. Two groups of contributors beautifully 
painted the verses from Jeremiah 29:11,        
ñFor I know the plans I have for you says the 
Lord, plans to give you hope and a good future.ò  
The artists did not know what the others had 
done but as was Godôs plan, Jeremiahôs words 
of encouragement were inscribed in both areas.  
I like to say that God made sure our guests saw 
those words coming and going, so they would 
know that He has a plan for them with lots of 
hope attached: 
HOPE for the single mom fleeing domestic abuse 
with no transportation who needs help to enroll her 
children in school or obtain a prescription. 
HOPE for the mother with health issues and   
limited work choices due to the constraints of a 
special-needs child. 
HOPE for our guest with memory problems who 
after two years of advocacy is now eligible for 

government benefits and permanent housing, and 
who, through assistance and careful planning, will 
be safe and comfortable when she leaves. 
HOPE for the young man who is just beginning his 
journey in the CTL as he starts to address his   
issues, happy to know he is wanted and welcomed. 
HOPE for the guest on Social Security who will 
soon move to nearby subsidized senior-housing. 
During her time with us, she was able to address       
multiple serious health issues and through our ne-

gotiation process, was able to pay 
off all outstanding medical bills.  
When she moves, she will be debt 
free and able to live within her 
means. 
HOPE for the man whose time in 
the CTL is coming to a close;  
who will move to a setting where 
case management, assistance 
and encouragement will continue. 
   The doors of the CTL are open 

to each guest for a short two years. During this 
time we  encourage independence. It takes cour-
age for our guests to begin again, and very often 
they find the strength to continue on a new path 
through the generosity of volunteers and donors. 
Currently, we have 21 guests in the CTL, the 
majority of whom are women and children. They 
sure could use some help and HOPE from    
volunteers who would be willing to:  
 
 play with children while mom takes a shower 

or prepares an afternoon snack  
  help with other needs as they arise 
 
   If you are interested in becoming a volunteer of 
HOPE for a CTL guest, please contact Donna 
Bauer, Lazarus House Volunteer Coordinator, at 
630-587-2144. 
 

The faces and graces        

of HOPE 

ñI like to say that God 

made sure our guests  

saw those words              

coming and going.ò 

Submitted by Jackie Pilcher 
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Thank you for being                                                         

a beacon of HOPE 

Sometimes, the greatest gift is that of 

caring and HOPE.  Lazarus House is blessed to be a 

conduit of many such gifts. Thank you for all you do to 
partner with us in Godôs ministry called Lazarus House. Whether 
making sack lunches, dropping off laundry detergent, volunteer-
ing in our Women and Childrenôs Day Center, planting flowers, 
or donating birthday money ðYOU are HOPE to our neighbors. 

Here are  some real lives we are privileged to have 

served in our Emergency Shelter: 
 

   ñMyó neighborõs daughter: Unable to make ñgood  decisionsò 

as a result of the mental illness that has plagued her young life, she 

is offered the HOPE of a strong future as a result of her Lazarus 

House case manager working diligently on her behalf to gain her   

access to the services she desperately needs.  

    ñYouró co-workerõs brother: ñIsnôt he the guy Iôve seen work-

ing at that little place on the corner for so many years?ò  He sure is!  

But life took a nasty turn for him when the supports that kept him 

housed and safe were suddenly ripped out from under him.     

His illness will never allow him to work more than his very part-

time job, so where can he go?  Lazarus House is HOPE to him 

and many more as the place they can now call home. With the 

guidance of his case manager, he will eventually be linked to 

housing and other services that will prevent this upheaval from  

occurring in his life again. 

   ñDonôt we know that family from church?ò  Sometimes the 

best decision for a family in crisis is to leave the home situation and 

go to a safe place that can offer  support, encouragement and   

stability.  A family in crisis may not always know what their own  

childrenôs needs are. Survival does not allow that.  ñOurò kids benefit 

from a case managerôs watchful presence while the case manager 

helps the parents link their children to the education, medical and 

counseling services they may desperately need.  ñOurò kids have 

regular homework hours staffed by caring volunteers, nutritional 

meals supplied by our army of supporting churches, clubs and   

individuals, as well as a safe and nurturing place to call home.   

ñOurò families are provided HOPE in the knowledge that their 

neighbors have not forgotten them in their darkest hours. 

   Godôs miracles that occur here each day are a direct result of 
the love, care and support you offer. Without it, we would not 
have the privilege of serving His people in their most desperate 
times of need. Thank your for all you do to sustain this beacon of 
HOPE to our communities. Please continue. 

HOPE comes in all sizes, literally  

 Lazarus House would not exist without the faithful support of 
its volunteers and donors.  It is through these gifts that Lazarus 
House is able to provide its guests and clients the hope for a 
better future. 
   We all suffer setbacks. However, some of us seem to have 
been dealt a bigger set of setbacks or havenõt been able to 
develop the necessary coping skills. At Lazarus House, 
guests and clients are given the opportunity to rebuild their 
lives so they can become independent. In addition to safe 
shelter, nourishing foods and customized, one-on-one case 
management, Lazarus House offers a variety of life skills 
classes, employment assistance and support groups to help 
our guests and clients overcome the issues that brought them 
to our doors.   
  The philosophy of Lazarus House has always been to give a 
òhand upó rather than a òhand out.ó Now, more than ever, 
people need a hand up.  Please consider a tax-deductible gift 
today to provide a òhand upó to those in desperate need of 
hope for a better future. Gifts of any size are 
welcome. Please know we are vigilant with 
our resources and have enacted a number of 
cost-containment measures, so your dollars 
will be stretched as far as possible.  

Great Western Freedom 4 
Benefit Run  

8 a.m.  Sunday, July 4                                                          
LeRoy Oakes Forest Preserve,  St. Charles 

What better way to show your patriotism than by    
helping your neighbors in need?  Sign up today for the  
4-mile competitive run on the USATF certified course in 
unincorporated St. Charles.  This run is CARA certified 
and on the Fox River Trail Runners circuit.  This scenic 
course along the Great Western Trail is mainly shaded 
and flat with a couple of rolling hills. All proceeds will 
benefit Lazarus House.  

Running & sponsorship opportunities are available  
Runners: For more information and to pre-register, please 
visit www.signmeup.com 

Sponsors: Sponsorships opportunities are available        
beginning at a $100 level and include the printing of your 
name on race shirts.  More information is available on our 
website www.lazarushouseonline.com or by calling Julie at 
630-587-2144. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_u_AoJLihUAWBGjzbkF/SIG=12nb91hub/EXP=1266897983/**http%3a/www.aa.psu.edu/sports/mcc/images/clip%2520art%2520runner.jpg
http://www.signmeup.com/
http://www.lazarushouseonline.com/
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTbx6vGIJLtD4A34KjzbkF/SIG=12bh8rfpf/EXP=1266903599/**http%3a/www.fotosearch.com/bthumb/IMZ/IMZ191/mfr0005.jpg


 
            W o r k i n g  T o g e t h e r  t o  o f f e r  h o p e  a n d  a  f u t u r e  

Hope delivered in Rapid Re-housing grant 

    Lazarus House currently has the privilege of being a beacon of 
hope to 60 households in our service area that are NOT in our 
Emergency Shelter, but rather in their own independent housing, 
as a result of on-going rent subsidy programs funded by a vari-
ety of state and federal grants that we administer.                                                                
   The most recent grant, Homeless Prevention/Rapid Re-housing 
(HPRP), funded by HUD, is in direct response to the economic 
downturn of the past 18 months.  Households that were previ-
ously self-sufficient, but lost that ability through no fault of their 
own (job loss, cut in wages/hours/salary, illness, etc.) are able to 
receive assistance with rents, utilities and other related costs, for 
a period of up to 18 months.  The intention is to assist the folks 
until opportunities for self-support are within their reach once 
again.  If you know of anyone who may benefit from this pro-
gram, please be the one to offer them hope by having them call:  
Lazarus House Outreach at 630-587-5872. 

5th grader Quinn Gratz 

was the youngest 

ñknuckleheadò in the 

Celtics Soccer   

Knucklehead Haircut 

fundraiser.           

Quinn agreed to let 

Tina Pulford of Couture 

Salon, Geneva, shave 

his head if enough   

people donated to 

Lazarus House.  

Quinnôs dad, Harvey, 

and fellow soccer player 

Heath Howell, (not 

pictured) also joined in  

the head shaving. The 

event raised over 

$1,100 . 

Hearts Support Housing Registration Form 

Name(s): ____________________________________________________ 

Yes!  I want to play HEARTS!  Enclosed is my check for __________  

Phone Number: __________________  Email Address: ___________________________ 

Please note each playerõs experience level: 

Beginner/Intermediate ___________________________________ 

Advanced _____________________________________________ 
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   Calling all card players!  Let your heart support housing.  The St. Charles Moose Lodge will host òHearts 
Support Housing,ó a fundraiser for Lazarus House from 6 ð 10 p.m., on Saturday, April 10.    

   This Hearts Tournament will include entertainment, fun prizes and a delicious dinner prepared by the 
great chefs of the Moose ñ all of which will raise funds to help support the shelter. Round up a group of 
friends and send in your reservation today.  Space is limited and you donõt want to miss out on what is 
sure to be a night of fun and excitement for a great cause!  

    Tickets  for the tournament and dinner are $30 and are available for purchase by mailing your check with 
the registration form in the enclosed envelope.  For questions, contact Julie at 630- 587- 2144.   
Thank you for sharing your love of Hearts with your heart for Lazarus House! 

Share your heart for housing 

Quinn Gratz and Tina Pulford 
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Visit our Website 

at  

www.LazarusHouseOnline.com 

    

 

 

 

W e canõt tell you how much we appreciate your passion for Lazarus 
House.  And weõd love to get more people like you involved.  Would 
you consider helping us spread the word about the serious needs our 
homeless and at-risk neighbors face every day? 
    If you would like to share your passion for us with others in your 
life, we would be happy to address any size group at your office, school, 
church, or community organization.  Weõll bring you up-to-date on 
whatõs happening at Lazarus House and hope that more good people 
will be caught up in the desire to help those in need receive a hand-up, 
not a hand-out. 
   To arrange a date and time for your group, call Community Relations 
Manager Julie Van Buskirk at 630-587-2144.   Julie will be delighted to 
tailor her talk to fit your group, whether they are students (of any age 
group), adults or seniors.  Everyone has a heart for the homeless and 
we at Lazarus House are hoping you will share yours.   

Share your passion for            

Lazarus House 

Be a Beacon of Hope 

Lazarus House    

214 Walnut Street 

St, Charles, IL 60174  
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